Phenomenology in need of treatment: commentary for the special series "Narcissistic personality disorder--new perspectives on diagnosis and treatment".
Comments on the articles by A. E. Skodol et al. (see record 2013-24395-001), E. Ronningstam (see record 2014-42878-005), D. Diamond et al. (see record 2014-42878-004), and A. L. Pincus et al. (see record 2014-01439-001). Good delineation of the phenomenology of narcissistic personality disorder (NPD) is necessary but insufficient for informing us on what to do clinically. Perry suspects that we will see reams of publications comparing Section III and II diagnoses with various external measures and possibly experimental procedures. We will learn some important things, along with many facts without actionable consequences. However, because NPD does not show many differential relationships to particular functional measures, I believe that treatment studies will likely be the most informative.